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In 2020, the Allagash Wilderness Waterway  
celebrated 50 years as a designated component of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System 
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The Allagash Wilderness Waterway (AWW) is administered by the Bureau of Parks and Lands (BPL) within the Department of Agri-
culture, Conservation and Forestry (DACF). A seven-member Advisory Council works with the Waterway Superintendent in develop-
ing and maintaining a strategic plan for the Waterway and advancing its mission and goals. The Council is required to report annually 
to the Director of BPL on the state of the Waterway. Similarly, the Commissioner of the Department is required to report annually by 
March 1st to the Legislatureôs joint standing committee on conservation matters regarding the state of the Waterway, including its mis-
sion and goals, administration, education and interpretive programs, historic preservation efforts, visitor use and evaluation, ecologi-
cal conditions and any natural character enhancements, general finances, income, expenditures and balance of the Allagash Wilder-
ness Waterway Permanent Endowment Fund, the Department's annual budget request for the Waterway operation in the coming 
fiscal year  and current challenges and prospects for the Waterway (12 MRSA §1890 A-C). This report is submitted to meet both re-
porting requirements. 
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MISSION AND GOALS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In support of this mission, the following documents provide principal guidance for managing the Waterway: 
 

¶ Maine Statutes: 12 MRSA Chapter 220, Subchapter 6 Allagash Wilderness Waterway, §1871-§1891-B 
 

¶ Rules and Regulations for the Allagash Wilderness Waterway, as amended February 22, 2017  
 

¶ Memorandum of Agreement between the Maine Department of Conservation (now DACF) and the US Depart-
ment of the Interior, National Park Service, February 2002 

 
 

¶ Allagash Wilderness Waterway Strategic Plan, AWW Advisory Council, October 2010  
 

¶ Allagash Wilderness Waterway Management Plan, Bureau of Parks and Lands, December 2012 
 

The 2010 Strategic Plan and the 2012 AWW Management Plan include several goals and objectives, guiding principles, policies 
and strategies toward accomplishing the mission. The plans are available online under the ñFeatured Linksò at www.maine.gov/
allagash. For the Strategic Plan, click on AWW Advisory Council. For the Management Plan, click on AWW Management 
PlanΦ 

AWW Mission Statement: Preserve, protect and develop the maximum wilderness character of the 
Allagash Wilderness Waterway by ensuring its ecological integrity and optimum public use 
through careful management as a wilderness area in the historic and modern context of a working 
forest. (AWW Strategic Plan, 2010) 

http://www.maine.gov/allagash
http://www.maine.gov/allagash
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/get_involved/advisory_councils/allagash_wilderness_waterway.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/get_involved/planning_and_acquisition/management_plans/allagash_wilderness_waterway.html
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/get_involved/planning_and_acquisition/management_plans/allagash_wilderness_waterway.html
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January 18, 2021 
 
To:  Andy Cutko, Director of Parks and Lands 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Allagash Wilderness Wa-
terway Council met onsite in the legislatureôs Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Forestry Committee Room in the Cross 
Building a single time in 2020.   A second meeting in Decem-
ber was held virtually using Microsoft Teams.  It was well-
received and will be the ñnormalò practice for as long as 

COVID-19 remains a critical health threat. 

People seeking vacations free from threat of COVID-19 re-
discovered what the North Maine Woods region and the Al-
lagash Wilderness Waterway have to offer for natural beauty 
and cultural history.  Hopefully, this new found interest in the 
Waterway will create a resurgence of a new generation of 
visitors that will continue long into the future.  A new Allagash 
Explorer Guidebook produced by the Allagash Waterway 
Foundation is now available to aid visitors in understanding 
the history within the 92-mile waterway.  North Maine Woods 
is also preparing a brochure that will include information on 
the history of the trains and tramway at Eagle Lake.  New fire 
tower cabs were installed by the Bureau of Public Lands on 
Allagash Mountain and Round Pond Mountain.  These new 

structures will be welcomed attributes for Waterway visitors. 

 The Boarding House and Storehouse at Churchill Depot are 
now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. These 
large wooden structures as well as the timber crib Telos Dam 
require constant attention to sustain their functionality.  Fi-
nancing maintenance of these structures is expensive and 
will require adequate funding for our State Parks to ensure 
that they endure for future generations. I would like to con-
gratulate the Allagash Waterway Supervisor and Rangers for 
the many building, maintenance and improvement projects 
undertaken this year.  Ruth LaRoche made masks and 
homemade hand sanitizer and put together do it yourself 
Corona virus PPE kits.  Not a single case of COVID-19 was 
reported among field staff in all of the interactions with visi-
tors.  In closing I would like to thank Melford Pelletier for his 
several years of service as the historical/cultural member of 
the Council.  I would also mention our appreciation for the 
knowledge and assistance of former staff member Cindy 

Bastey in preparing information for the Council.   

Submitted per Maine Statutes 

David J. Basley, AWW Advisory Council     

AWW Advisory Council Report 
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Do It Yourself Corona Virus PPE 


